I. WHERE ARE THEY?

a. In what country, city; place, building, room, etc.?

b. How do the characters describe the place they are in? 

c. Is there any special significance to the place they are in?

II. WHEN ARE THEY?

a. In what day; month, year, century, season, time of day; etc.?

b. Do the characters have anything specific to say about when they are?

c. Is there any special significance to when they are? Is it, for instance, a national holiday?

III. WHO ARE THEY? (Consider characters separately and as a group or groups.)

a. How are they related?

b. What are their roles in life? Include jobs and professions as weIl as social and economic classes.

c. What do they think of each other? 

d. What do they think of themselves?

e. Under what form of government do they Iive'? What are their attitudes about the form of government under which they live?

f What role does religion play in their Iives? Which religion?What are their attitudes about their religion?

g. What are the prevailing attitndes toward sex, family, marriage, and ethical conduct? Do they live within or rebel against these attitudes?

IV. WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE THE PLAY BEGAN?

Limit your facts to information given in the dialogue but be sure to "listen" carefully; much of what you discover will come from casual clues, which can occur in a variety of contexts.
V. WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF EACH CHARACTER IN THE PLAY?

a. Principal characters:

Who is the protagonist'


Note primary action(s)

Who is the antagonist?


Note primary action(s)

What are the functions of the other principal characters?

b. Secondary characters:



What is the function of each?

C. Crowds and functionaries: 


Note functions

VI. WHAT KINDS OF DIALOGUE DO THE CHARACTERS SPEAK?

a. Realistic?

b. Naturalistic? 

c. Literary?

d. Poetry? e. Other'

VII. WHAT HAPPENS IN THE PLAY?

a. Briefly describe the principal event in the play. 

b. Construct an action chart for the play.

VIII. WHAT IS THE PLAY'S THEME?

This will only become apparent when you have read the script several times, and perhaps not until rehearsals are well underway.

